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lands of liberties and comforts which they have
never known in their own." He praised the Navy
and the Royal Air Force and the splendid sacrifice
of Calais, and gave thanks for the crowning mercy
of Dunkirk. Then he turned to face the future
and the imminence of invasion. One phrase rang
strangely in his hearers' ears, AS he proclaimed
Britain's ability "to defend our island home, to
ride out the storm of war, and to outlive the menace
of tyranny, if necessary for years, if necessary alone/*

As the last word was spoken, it seemed a needless
shadow on the picture, an improbable contingency in
the first week of June; and the defiant intimation,
with which his statement ended, that the country
would fight on at all costs and at every point of its
territory in the British Isles and beyond the seas
appeared to be no more than an ornament of splen-
did rhetoric. But it was more, much more than
rhetoric. For, one danger safely past, another
supervened; and Mr. Churchill sounded the alarm
bell once again. The phrase, as he confessed a
fortnight later, was designed as a veiled warning
to his countrymen that there might be even worse
to come; and his harsh announcement of Britain's
unchanged purpose gave notice to all quarters where
other views might prevail that the end of the war
was still a long way off.

For France was flagging; and nine days later
Mr, Churchill was pleading the same cause to a
mixed audience of French ministers at Tours. The
German tide was running strongly across France*
German strategy had not obliged by battering its
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